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Stick to science: a campaign to champion European research
Honorable Member of the European Parliament, 
Dear XXX,
Europe’s leading researchers and research organisations, health groups, foundations and others - including Nobel Prize winners and Field Medallists - have come together with one voice to highlight the impact of delaying association to Horizon Europe for Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
Joining the Stick to Science campaign, prominent academics and institutions from over 29 nations across the continent have signed a petition under www.stick-to-science.eu to urge the European Council, Parliament and Commission, to rapidly conclude Horizon Europe association agreements with the UK and Switzerland. 
As a Member of the European Parliament, you will know that our greatest collective challenges do not respect national borders. Horizon Europe is a vital lever for global collaboration, forging alliances and partnerships that keep European research at the cutting-edge of discovery – and globally competitive. The invasion of Ukraine concerns and affects us all deeply and highlights the need for both solidarity within Europe and for strengthening Europe’s place in the world.
Switzerland and the UK have contributed significantly to Horizon Europe and have brought valuable expertise to thousands of collaborative projects through previous framework programmes. Switzerland has been a committed partner in the EU research and innovation programmes for more than forty years, with cutting-edge expertise in health and quantum technologies, in addition to hosting the Large Hadron Collider at CERN. Meanwhile, the UK has been one of the most frequent collaborative partners for many Member States. Indeed, 26% of all international papers on Covid 19 have had at least one UK co-author.
In your role as MEP, we ask that you use your voice to champion this issue, urging swift process towards association.
You can help by: 
1. Tweeting your support using the #StickToScience (see template tweets under how to support us).
2. Raising the profile of the issue across the European Parliament, for example by submitting a question about progress of association talks at a European Parliament plenary session. 
3. Addressing the European Commission and the Swiss and UK governments to swiftly conclude the association agreements to Horizon Europe.

Keeping Horizon Europe open is in all our best interests. Shrinking the membership of Horizon Europe to long-standing partners would compromise scientific advances and damage the economic benefits all nations gain from cross-border cooperation. Please do what you can to stick up for science collaboration, for the benefit of our shared future in Europe and beyond. 
Yours,

Name
Signature
On behalf of the Stick to Science initiative
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Stick to Science

Put science collaboration before politics
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